
 

1 1  Jody Close  
Jewells ,  NSW 2280  

ABN: 93 640 388 683  

 

Monday, 15 February 2021 

 

The General Manager 
Cessnock City Council 
Cessnock, NSW 
 

Attention:  Hamish Mackinnon 
Submitted to Portal 
 

SUBJECT:  PAN-47051 – Solar Farm at 127 Wills Hill Road, Lovedale 

Dear Hamish 

Wedgetail Project Consulting have been engaged by the Schwartz Family Company to assist in responding 
to the request for additional information in relation to the above mentioned development application. 
Responses are provided below, should you require additional information please do not hesitate to contact 
the undersigned. 

1. Heritage 

Responses to the requests from Council’s Heritage Advisor are provided as follows: 

“a) A Heritage Impact Statement (HIS) shall be submitted to Council. The HIS shall be prepared 
by a suitably qualified heritage consultant and consider the impacts on the adjoining built 
heritage item (‘Weronga’). 

The address of the proposed solar farm and Subject Land for the Development Application is 127 Wills Hill 
Road, Lovedale.  

‘Weronga’, as listed in Schedule 5 of the Cessnock Local Environmental Plan 2011, is located at 66 Wills Hill 
Road, Rothbury. However, it is noted that the supporting LEP plans list Environmental Heritage Item I179 
on Lot 5, DP 1048155, which is the subject land for the proposed solar farm. Historically, the Subject Land 
appears to have been a portion of the original land 500 acre grant to John McDonald in 1825. No built 
structures are on the property and it is assumed the land was previously used for grazing. 

The actual site of the Weronga Homestead at 790 Wine Country Drive, Lovedale (as recorded on the State 
Heritage Register – copies attached), is over 1.2km to the north (closer to Rothbury). It would appear the 
error may be related to a simple address error as both properties front Wine Country Drive. Glenmore 
homestead, also listed on the State Heritage Register, is located approximately 1km to the north east.  

As noted in the Statement of Environmental Effects for the current application (refer Section 3.9.2 of SEE), 
and that of the now approved and constructed solar farm, the address for Weronga in the LEP is incorrect.  
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The proposed solar farm is well positioned (refer Section 3.10 of SEE) within the lot with no distant views 
and only brief views from the lightly travelled Wills Hill Road. There is no visibility of the site from the 
Weronga Homestead, the Glenmore Homestead or any other built infrastructure potentially associated with 
these properties. 

On the basis of the information detailed above no further evaluation of potential heritage impacts 
associated with the proposed solar farm at 127 Wills Hill Road, Lovedale is considered necessary. 

b) An Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) is required under the provisions of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

As documented within Section 3.9.1.1 the solar farm has been designed to avoid impacts to Aboriginal 
Heritage sites on the property and does not require an AHIP to proceed. It is noted that a site exists, near to 
but outside the boundary of the development and it is assumed this is what has caused the assumption that 
an AHIP is required. Furthermore the works required in the construction of the solar farm involve relatively 
minor excavations (in the context of the area of the solar array). Further, in the event that artefacts are found 
during construction, the works must cease until an AHIP is obtained. 

2. Biodiversity 

Responses to the requests from Council’s ecology questions are provided as follows: 

1. The Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR) stated that ‘surveys for Diuris 
tricolor (Pine Donkey Orchid) and Pterostylis chaetophora were not conducted within the 
specified survey months, and as such have been assumed present within the Development Site. 
It is intended to conduct surveys for these two species within their respective survey periods 
during the 2020 season (September to October for D. tricolor, and September to November for P. 
chaetophora).’Clarification is required as to whether the additional survey has been conducted. 

No additional surveys have been completed to date, as such the development assessment as it stands 
presents a worst case approach. In the event that the surveys are conducted within the specified survey 
months prior to commencement, it is reasonable to expect any conditions relating to biodiversity offset, 
would enable the number of credits relating to those species to be adjusted accordingly based on the 
outcomes of that survey. 

2. The BDAR did not have a figure showing the location of the quadrats surveyed. This is one of 
the minimum information requirements listed in Table 25 of the BAM and will need to be 
provided. 

Please see Figure 4 – Vegetation Zones and Plot Locations of the BDAR report that illustrates the plots 
completed during the works (Q01 to Q08), in the past these plots were called quadrats, however, under 
Table 25 of the BAM, the terminology is “plots” as has been used in BDAR report. 

3. The requirements of Chapter E3 Vineyards District will need to be addressed, including the 
requirement for no net loss of vegetation in the Vineyards District. 

Section 4.7.5 of the SEE provided consideration of Chapter E3 Vineyards District. In relation to achieving no 
net loss of vegetation in the Vineyards District, replanting of the additional 3.63 hectares of timbered 
vegetation within the Subject Land is a considerable duplication of conditions to satisfy the ecological 
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impacts of the development, given the need to retire the credits under the Biodiversity Offset Scheme. 
However, there is more than 3.63 hectares of mapped grassland within the Subject Land that can be planted 
and/or allowed to regenerate with suitable species should this be required. These works could be developed 
within a Vegetation Management Plan, should they be required, as a condition of the Development Consent. 

3. Conclusion 

In terms of Heritage, as detailed above the proposed solar farm will not have any notable impact on the 
Weronga Homestead. An AHIP is not required for the project as the solar farm has been designed to avoid 
items of Aboriginal Heritage. There are no outstanding matters relating to biodiversity, additional 
threatened species surveys (pending timing) have the potential to reduce biodiversity offset requirements 
prior to physical commencement. The BDAR is adequate and includes plot locations. Additional planting 
within the Subject Land can be achieved if duplication of the ecological offsets is required. 

Should you require any clarification on the above matters, or others relating to the proposed Solar Farm, 
please contact the undersigned. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Jonathan Berry 
Principal Advisor 
M: 0421 440 139 
jberry@wedgetail.com.au 

 

Attached: NSW topographic map and NSW State Heritage Register Extracts 
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